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DANIEL IV. 35. 


-—And He doth according to HisW'ill 
in the Arny of Heaven, and among 
the Inhabitants of the Earth. ~~ 


WANE Dottrine of univerfal Providence is 
believed and acknowledged by all (I 
fuppofe) who confefs God to be the 
Creator of the World ; and with very ~ 

‘good Reafon; for if he made it, it was doubt- 
Jefs for fome wile Defion ; and therefore it is 
neceflary that he fhould govern it, that his 
Defign in it may be accomplithed, 

The facred Scriptures do every where inftrué 
ns to give God the Glory of his preferving and 
governing Providence, as well as_ his creating 
Power. b 

He that commanded the World into Being, 
has caufed it to continue unto this Day. And 
as all Things are preferved by him ; fo he rules 
and governs them according to his Will. This 
Doétrine of the univerfal Dominion and Pro- 
vidence of God is hete laid down—He doth 
according to his Will, in the Army of Heaven, 


“and 


py ees ie 
and among the Inhabitants of the Earth—aSub- 
je@ well worthy of our Contemplation. ; and 
not unfeafonable at this Time. alae, 
‘The furprizing Turns of Providence, and the 
marvellous Things'God has wrought for his 
People in the Courfe of the late War, which is 
now. bro’t'to fo happy-and honourable a Con- 
clufion, fo interefting to us in this Land in 
particular, and which may with Propriety be 
commemorated on this Day and Occafion; have 
determined my Thoughts to this Subject. For 
he hath made his wonderful Works to be remem- 
bered. He has fhewed his People the Power 
of his Works, that he might give them the He- 
ritage of the EHeathen. ; 
Very apparently is the Goyernment andPro- 
vidence of God {een in the Affairs of War; 
And not only is Succefs and Viétory in Battle, 
but the bringing of a troublefome War to 2 


comfortable and advantageous Iffue, the Refult 


of Providence, which Duty and Gratitude to 
the fupreme Ruler of the World requires us to 
take Notice of, with Wonder and Thankfulnefs. 
He maketh Wars to ceafe to the End of the 
Earth, puts an End to the Wars of theNations, 


which had turned the Earth into a Stage of 


bloodyConfufion, and crowns them withPeace. 
And this he does that he may be exalted in the 
Earth. i i ‘ 
"This great Truth is confirmed to us not only 
_ by rational Deduétions (as may he fhewn here- 
after) but alfo by many Paffages of the /acr ea 


Scriptures, and particularly by ‘the li 
ore 


Lh sah 
fore us. They were uttered by King Nebu- 
chadnezzar, one of thie molt proud and ab/olite 
Monarchs of the World. The God of Heaven 
had givenhim a Kingdom, or Empire, abounding 
in Wealth and Worldly Glories ; and being fixed 
at the Top of worldly Honors and Greatnefs, 
he would alfo be abfolute and uncontroulable in 
bis Matters, and Sorgets that there is one above 
bin. But God would have the living to know 
that the Mo? High ruleth in. the Kingdom of 
Men, and giveth it to whomfoever he will, 

‘The King of Babylon and his Flatterers cone 
ceited that he was God in Earth, independent, 
and unaccountable to any. Tho’ he might. have 
fome Notion of a /upreme God, yet he might 
alfo think, as fome of the Heathen pretend to 
believe, that his Government was confined to 
Heaven : But the great God will have all Men - 
to know that he rules on Earth too j that he fets 
up, and debafes whom he pleafes. And at latt 
the ambitious King is bro’t to acknowledge this 
to the Glory of God. For becaufe he had 
lived a bruti/h fexfual Life, and becaufe he was 
in Heart lifted up above the common Race of 
Mankind ;*therefore he was driven from his 
magnificent'Palace, and all Converfe and Society 
with Men, sto herd with Beafts, and graze with 
Oxen. - By this ftrange Turn of Providence 
God. would teach him. this Leffon, That he i 
the Giver of all Things ; that even Princes are 
accountable to him. ;. that their, Tenure is at his 
Will alone ; and that he can alter and) alienate 
the Property of all Enjoyments, being bimfelf 
the abfolute Lord of all. his 
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‘This in Conclufion is freely acknowledged. 
He'who, ‘at laft, thought himfelf Supreme on 
Earth{ bleed the Mo? High, and praifed and 
‘honoured him that hveth for ever and ever, 
whofe Dominion is an everlafting Dominion, and 
his Kingdom from Generation to, Generation, 
And all the Inhabitants of thé Earth are re- 
pitted as nothing : And he doth according to his 
Will in the Army of Heaven, and among the 
Inhabitants ofthe Earth. 

My Text then teaches us, That the glorious 
God exercifes an actual “Providence over all 
Things, according to his g00d Pleasure ——He 
is'a great and a univerfal King ; His Rule and 

overnment over all Creatures is certain and 
unlimitted’: His Right-of Dominion cannot : be 
difputed ; and he attually governs and influen- 
ces all Creatures as feemeth him good. He is 
the great Lord and Infpeclor of the Univerfe ; 
and that not as an idle and unconcerned Spec- 
tator of the Defigns, Behaviour and Aétions of 
created Beings ; but he continually watches 
over them as their King, Poffeffor and Ruler, 
to lead and determine them to fuch Intentions 
aad Ends as hall tend moft to his Glory. 
His Providential Care and Regard is exercifed: 
towards all ; fo that the End by him defigned 
and appointed, fhall infallibly be attained.— 
He doth according to bis W ill, every where, 
among all Creatures, 
_ There is no earthly Potentate that has fo cer- 
tainly, abjolutely and intirely theDominion over, 
or Difpofal of any particular People, or Perfon: 
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as God has over all Perfons and Things. . For. 
his as the Greatne/s, and the Power, and the 
Glory, and the'Victory, andthe Majefty: For 
all that is in the Heaven, and in the Earth is 
his ; and his 1s the Kingdom, who is exalted as 
Head abcve all. : =) tage gh 1 ah 
.. ‘That this important Truth may be fet in a 
juft Light, We fhall endeayour J Beat 
In the fir Place, Toifiew what is implied 
“int the Notion of a! Providence, or what is 
» @ intended when God is faid to-exercife-a 
*\ Providence over his ‘Creatures... ; 
“ Secondly, To ‘confider the great and univerfal 
“)~ Extent of his Providential Care and Re- 
7) gards.” 9 Bini Oy es 
/ Laftly, To, enquire what reafonable Grounds 
». we haye to. conclude that God actually 
© exercifes fuch a Proyidence.— th ode 
”-. Firff, Tam! to confider what is implied in 
‘the Notion of a Providence sett 
' 6 God’s exercifing.a Providence over his Crea- 
tures,/ principally intends and’ implies in it thefe 
two Things : His fuftaining and upholding Pow- 
er, whereby the Creatures: fubjif?, and aré conti- 
aued im aélual Bemg; and his governing and 
difpofing of all Things according to his Wall. 
~~ Tt is the latter of thefe that my, Text more: 
efpecially leads to the Confideration of, . 
God exercifes his Power and Goodnefe tor 
wards his Creatures, whereby they are fupported 
and. continued in their feveral diftinct po 
B e 


ce 
He does in his Providence continually preferve 
the Creation, and keep the feveral. Parts of it 
in that Order of Being which heat firft defign- 
ed to keep them in. All Creatures, of what 
Kind utobeauiee: are upheld in Being by 
a divine Power. ‘They. all live upon God,who 


is the Foutitain ‘of Life to All! “his ‘Creatures ;” 


and therefore fréquéntly ftyled, The ivingGod. 
» But he not only fiiftaitis and ceps his Grea- 
‘turesiin their Beings but he always determines 
and torderscthém Yjuft as: he pleafesio5 He has an 
atiual Influence ‘over his (Creaturespand governs 
them, and difpofes of them as feemeth good mn 
his Sight. _ He does, as it were, old them all 
in his Fand ; and they ‘are more at his abfo- 
Inte Pleafure and Difpofal, than the meaneft 
Wott is at ours. He is'a mot foverein Lord, 
and may, and udtually does work all Things of- 


veh the Council of ‘his own Will = For che has _ 
made all Things forshimfelf, andyfor’bis Plea- 


fur é they are and wene created. The Potter has 
Hot morerthe Power over the Clay; than. God 


‘Nas ‘over this''Greatures ——— 


It isnot only true that foverti n Déminion 
and duthority belongs to God ; but Ipeewesic 
sis that she exercifes fuch a Power. His Crear 
oe are intirely at his Will; tho’ it be many 
_ almes againtt theiriown that they ate fo. -And 
det the reafonable, but finful Creature, ufe all 
thisPolicy and Strength, after all, the Counfel of 
the. Lord.that fhall ftand—e gives Liberty, or 
Reftraints, permits or with-bolds ashe fees mect- 
SP ivhers 
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There is no Event of Providence but_what is 
according to his Syjferance or aéfual Difpofal. 

The fovereign and allwifeProvidence of God 
fesrs, diredls 482 rbanages all Crespures and 
Things. As the whole Creation was mad dy. 
Him. and for. Hzm, ‘he will takeCare and pow- 
erfully difpofe of all Things, fo. that the Fiénor 
of his holy Name thall in the End be vindicated 
and magnified. For this End he fuperintends 
his Creatures, their Actions and Concerns ; and 
if he pleafes, he will reftrain, or even invert the 
natural Order of Things. He will make the 
Wifdom of the Wife Foolifhnéfs. The Battle 
fhall not be ta the Strong ; nor Favour to Men 
of Skill. The Sumat his Command at oneTime 
fiands full, and at another takes an unnatural 
Courfe backwards.’ The Winds and Seas which 
are fo. impetuous, and one would think even 
Lawlefs, yet they, ftir not, nor breathe, but to 
fulfil his Word. 1 

“And his directive and influencing Providence 
is a3 certainly over his Creatures when they 
a& according to the general Laws of Nature, 
‘ag when they act in Oppofition thereto. For, 
as he certainly knows all their Defigns, Incli- 
jnations,and Tendencies ; fo he can by hisPow- \ 
7 eafily difappoint, curb and alter them. 

~ Thus we fee what is intended by the Provyi- 
dence of God : It is that Influence and Power 
of his, whereby he not only preferves and ful- 
fains his Creatures; but governs, reftrains and . 
orders them as he pete. poet. 

; _ 2 - agit 
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bate may be added here, without the Formality~ 


of a diftiné Head, The Rule according to 
which he thus watches over, protects and dif- 


pofes of his Creatures, is his own Will “ which: 


is always direéted. by infinite Wifdom, and is 


the Rule of Goodnefs.” He doth according to” 


his Will—Nothing befides is or can be a Rule 
to him for the Government of the World. 
His fovereign Will is the alone Law by which 
all Creatures fliall be ordered, determined and 
. difpofed. Becaufe he is Lord of all, and be- 
caufe he is Supreme and Independent, therefore 
he is not accountable to any for any of his 
Matters. He may do whatever he. pleafes, 77 
Heaven, ie the Earth, and all deep Places, and 
none can flay hi. , a “herefore 
bab Thee al Lge or may fay, W aR fe 
There can be aothing binding to God, nor 
any Thing that can influence him in any of his 
Operations ont of himfelfand beyond his own 
Will. His Wifdom, Juftice and Holinefs alone 
muft determine what is holy, juft and good, and 


fo what is fit to be done vin his Kingdom of 


Providence, : 


We May now pafs on, and confider in the 
Se cand Place, The great and univerfal Extegt of 
4 8 Providential Care and Influence, He 
dot aoe to his Will, in the Army of Hea- 
Bot among the Inhabitants of the Earth— 
¢ is the fole univerfl Monarch of theWorld. 

: He is the great Lord and Governor of allCrea- 
tures and Things, whether they be in Heaven, 
or onthe Earth, wifible or invifible. Ag all owe 
their 


_ 
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their Exiftence to him ; fo they are all, without 


_ Exception, under his reftraining, preferving and 


direéting Power and Providence. “He has pre- 
pared his Throne in the Heavens ; but bis King- 
dom ruleth over all. “Tho’ he manifefts much 
more of his Glory.and Excellency there ; yet 
his Dominion is by noMeans confined thereto, 


‘ but it'reaches to the utmoft Bounds of the 


Creation. All Worlds and Creatures are abfo- 
lutely his : And were there as many more,they, 
would be equally and rightfully under his Au- 
thority and aémal Government. ‘ 

-This might be more fully and clearly evinced 
by confidering the feveral Ranks of Creatures, 
and Orders of Beings ; all which are under the 
Providential Care and Power of God, and in 
his Word exprefly faid to be fo— 

Particularly, ; ‘4 

. Good Angels are under-the divineProvidence 
and Government.. They are the moft excel- 
lent and perfect Creatures ; and yet are fo far 
from being exempted from his Dominion, that 
none are more at his Will and Command than 
they. God exercifed a fpecial A@ of Provi- 
dence towards them, when he made them in 
their primitive Reétitude and Felicity. And 


after a fufficient Trial of their Obedience, did 


for the Praife of his glorious Grace, confirm 
them in a State.of moft perfe& Bleflednefs for 
ever. This was an Act of fovereign Dominion 
and Providence in God; for they as Creatures 
are mutable and liable to, fall from him, and to 
forfeit his Favour, as others who aftually did 
apoftatize. And 
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And now they are intirely, devoted to the di- 
vine Will and Pleafure.. They are readily,chear- 
fully and-conftantly obedient to the Will of 
God. . It is their Delight, and they account it, 
as indeed it is, their Glory and Honor toadore 
and worfhip God, and execute his Will. And 
God makes ufe of them as the Minifters of. his 
Providence, and the Executioners of his Will in 
this lower World— _ Again, j ; 

The evil Angels are under the powerful Re, 
ftrains of divine Providence. Tho’ they are 
apoftatized from God, and cannot willingly yield 
themfelves up, to his good Pleafure, yet they are 
hisand he will do with them whatfoever he plea, 
fes,notwithftanding their highOppofition againft. 
him, and continual Endeayours to free them- 
felves and others from any Subjection to. his 
Authority and Will. When they had loft their 
original Integrity, and fhewn themfelves impla- 
cable Enemies to God, his Glory and Dignity, 
he caft them out of Heaven, the Scat of the 

Bleffed, and plunged them into the Pit of De- 
ftruion and Mifery. And tho’ they have now 
an ttreconcilable Enmity in their Natures againft 
God, his Laws and Government ; yet they can 
effe& nothing againft Him. He curbs and re- 
ftrains them as he pleafes. He holds them as 
in Chains, and they can go no further than the 
Limits by him prefcribed. He is able, and 
does, as he pleafes, pull down their ftrongeft 
Holds. He binds the ftrong Man armed, and 
cafts him out; deftroys his ufurped, unlawful 
Power over the Souls of Men. The Son of 

: rit? Gog 
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God when on Earth fhewed fuch 4 divine Pow- 
er in ejecting him from poffefled Bodies ; in 
not fuffering him to fpeak, and in extorting 
from him a Confeffion that he was the Son of 
Ce cuca al ne 
‘Tho’ evil Spirits ate potent, politick, and'nus 
merous, :yet they can’t controul’ divine Provi* 
dence. in the Defigns of it. They cannot ftay 
an, Omnipotent Hand... They ate fecurely te 
ferved inyeverlalting Chains under Darknefs to 
the Judgment, of, the great Day. |. The Provi- 
dence and Power of God watches, over, ‘and 
holds them, in Horror and Mifery. “They ate 
as condemned Malefaétors, bound’ Over to ‘thé 
Jaft Judgment,when final Vengeance thall come 
upon them. And eyen now their “evil De= 
fires:and mifchievous , Defigns are reftrained by 
atipenor Powers iy ote 

_ Furthermore, 9) 

God exercifes his abfolute 


aC ‘ 
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Jominion and 


_fovereign Providence over Men'on Barth. "The 


Affairs of the World in. general are ordered 
and determined by, Him. His is the King- 
dom, and he is the Governor among thé ‘Nati- 
ons. His Byes are in. every Place, and he ob- 
ferves all Things with the molt perfea, ‘exact 
and. critical Views, And he has an aétual Int 
fluence in all human Affairs and Concerns, 
Particular Nations and Kingdoms are undet 
this Care and providential Rule, and the Civil, 
Military and Secular, as well as religious and 
Spiritual Interefts of a People are eithér oppof 
ed and loft, or eftablithed and promoted accord- 
ing to his Permiflion and Will. Ee 
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He puts the Adminiftration of Government 
into what Hands he pleafes ; fdr’ all the fub- 
ordinate Powers that be,are ordained of God, 
or at leaft fufferedby him. Promotion cometh 
neither from the Eaft, nor from the Weft, nor 
from the South, but God is the Judge, be put 
teth down one, and fetteth up another. 

The Kingdoms and Dominions of the World 
are his, and he giveth them to whom he will: 
All humane Power is derived from him, whofe 
Power and Authority is univerfal, infinite and 
adorable. The greateft Potentates of theEarth, 
‘who have been ready to imagine themfelves 
fovercign and independent, are neverthelefs un- 
der his. powerful’ Influence, and are by. ‘him 
made to fubferve his Intereft‘and Glory,’ when 
their ‘very Defign was to contradi& and “oppofe 
it. That proud and potent King of ‘Babylon, 
whofe Greatne/s reached unto’ Heaven, ‘and his 
Dominion-to the End of the Earth ; all’ Nati- 
ous trembled before Him ; whom he would he 
Se, and whom he would he kept alive 3. yet 
even he, this Child of Pride, is made to con- 
fefs one higher than himfelf, and to bow be 
ore him. Pigs ve j 

And this is what every one fhall finally be 
made todo. For, the moft'High a@ually rules 
in the Kingdoms of this World, and determines 
the Concerns of particular States and People, 
according to his own Will and Wifdom.  /Ze 
flands in the Congregation of the Mighty, and 
judges among the Gods. 

; ; Suffer 
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Suffer me particularly, to obferye here, that 
whateyer the Circumftances of a Perfon or Peo- 
ple are, they are put into fuch Circumftances 
either in the Courfe of God’s common Provyij- 
dence, or by fome unufual Events. For God 
has the ordering and. government. both of na- 
tural and accidental Caufes and Events. 

Hardly any Thing happens, to Men, in the 
ordinary Courfe of theirLives, but what,if heed- 
fully attended to, may teach them that there is 
a wife, juft and igood Providence, which direéts 
and manages. thofe natural Things, which are 
the immediate Caufes of their Profperity, or of 
their Sorrow and Diftrefs. a 

God does in fome Meafure govern theMoral, 
by the World of Nature. He rewards or pu- 
nifhes Men by a wholefome or peftilentialAir ; 
by. fruitful or barren Seafons. ‘He hinders or 
promotes their Defignsby Wind and Weather ; 
bya backwardjor forward Spring. He makes 


Nature give Laws to Men, and fet Bounds to 


their Paflions and Intrigues. How often does 
he by natural Caufes, overthrow powerful 
Fleets and Armies, defeat the wifcft Counfels, 
arbitrate ‘the Differences of Princes, and decide 
the Fate of Kingdoms! Now if God thus go- 


-yerns Men by Nature, he mutt govern Nature ‘ 
too. For neceflary cannot he fuited to the 


Defigns and Endeavours of free Agents,  with- 


‘out the Influence of a wife Providence. 


God alfo has the Government of accidental 
Caufes and Events. .The outward Peace ard 
Comfort, or Mifery of Men, of Familics, and 

D fometimes 
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“fometimes of whole. Kingdoms, depends upon 
‘fomething accidental. So that if God did ie 
rule {uch Things, fome of the greatelt and ae 
remarkable Changes’ in the World, wou’ 
excepted from his Care and Providence. K 
Men lay their Schemes as well as they i , 
and Providence feems' to favour them too ; if 
by fome fecret Caufe, their Devices are all dif- 
appointed, and theirCounfels carried headlong— 
On the other Hand; the moft unlikelyMeans 
fhall fometimes attain the End.- A People fhall 
be raifed to worldly Glories by ‘a. furprizing 
Courfe of Eyents, as accidental as they are pr ol 
perous. Does not fome wonderful Turn of 
Providence fometimes highly favour Men, even 
contrary to all human’ Probability ? 

Again, Some cafual Occurrences fruftrate the 

* moft proper Means, and give an unexpected 
Turn to the Interefts of Men. What fhould 
conquer in a Race, but Swiftnefs ? What fhould 

“win the Battle, but Strength, and Valor, and 
Marfhal Skill > What fhould fupplyMen’s wants, 
‘and get Riches, but Underftanding and Dili- 
gence in human Affairs? What more likely 
_Way to'gain the Favour of others, than a fikil- 
ul Addrefs ? Yet the wife Man obferved in his 
Days, and the Obfervation ‘holds good ftill, that 
“it is not always thus ; Time and Chance hap- 
peneth to all—Some favourable Junéture, and 
unfeen Accidents are more effectual than all 
‘human Strength, Art or Difcretion. 

Now, however fortuitoufly Things may hap- 
‘pen, they dre brought to pafs by-a divine Effiei~ 
venicy 3 and there is fomé wife Defign in them. 

Many 


Many Things befall us which we never 
looked for,-and could not forefee. Thefe are 
what we call Contingencies, or Accidents. But. 
with Refpecét toGod, there can be no fuch, 
Thing as Chance. © For as he foreknows thofe.: 
Events, whieh to us. are moft uncertain and fur-’ 
prifing ; fo he actually governs them. 

But I may not enlarge. f 
.. The various Succeflions of Peace and War, 
War and Peace are from Him. The Defola- 
tions of War, and the Bleflings of Peace: are 
ordered by Him. War is the Sword of the 
Lord, which he draws and ‘fheaths again at his 
Pleafure. When he {ees fit he difturbs the Re- 
pofe of the Nations, and calls oppofing Armies 
into the Field of Battle, where clafhing Swords; 
and Garments rolled in Blood, open a moft 
diftreffing and melancholly Scene.—And then, 
when the War has accomplithed that for which 
it was fent, he compofes the Belligerent Powers 
to Peace, “ calls off the Nations from oppofing 
“ and deftroying one another, and_ difbands 
“ the moft furious Armies.” 
* Tt muft indeed be allowed that War origi- 
nates in the Lufts of Men, and Princes ; and 
that their Pride, Envy, Coyetoufnefs, Affe&ation 
of undue Dominion, &c. are the fecondary 
Caufes of its Rife ; and all the Horrors that 
attend it.—Neverthelefs there is an over-ruling 
Hand of Providence, difpofing and ordering 
the exact Time of its Beginning, Continuance, 
and Conclufion—as well as the~great and im- 
pertant Events of it. ; 
: Gre Morcover, 


ech 
Moreover, ; a 

God in his Providetice cares, ‘provides for, 
and governs particular Perfons. Tho the uni- 
~verfal World be under his conftant Infpection, 
yet no particular Soul is neglected by him. He 
has as much Refpect to every individual Perfon, 
as to the greateft Man upon Earth,’ or the 

World in general. So unfearchable is the Wit 
‘dom of God, and fo unlimited his Power, as 

that he can and aétuaily does know the State 

of every Man, and rules and governs him ac- 
- cordingly. — : 

All Men, both Good and Bad, are particu 
larly refpected by him, and either fucceeded or 
blafted in their Enterprizes, according to his 
Will. Yea, 

_ He has an Influence into the particular Ac- 
tions of particular Perfons. Every good Aétion 
is performed by his efficacious Power, and the 
immediate Affiftance of his Grace. 

_ And even evil A@ions are done by his fpe- 
cial Permiffion. . He faffers them to be per- 
formed, and yci,by his Providence, fo directs and 
Over-rules them, as that they will in the Con- 
clufion make for his own Glory. 

In a Word, 

; The Providence of God exten ds itfelf to the 
meaneft and moft inconfiderable Creatures. 
They are not without the Limits of divine Pro- 
vidence and Care. Yea, the very Hairs of our 
Head are all numbred by him. Divine Provi- 
dence reaches to the moft minute Things, and 
influences the moft invaluable Beings in’ the 

we World. 
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World. ‘In fhort, it ‘reaches to the utmoft 
Bounds of the Creation, and extends to all 
Things. { 

We haften now in the third: and laft Place, 
to confider what reafonable Grounds we ‘have 
to conclude, that ‘God -does aétually exercife 
fuch a Providence. SAN 

It is certain we have fufficient Grounds of 
Affurance to. found our Belief upon, even from 
the frequent and exprefs Teftimony of the. 
Word of God. He is there faid to be an in- 
finite and an all-comprehending Being. All 
Power, and:Might and Dominion is afcribed to 
him. His Name is excellent in all the; Earth ; 


bis Glory is above the Heavens. Of him, and 


thro’ him, and to him, are all Things. 
the great and. mighty God.’ The Lord of 
is his Name. Great in Counfel, and 
mighty in working. The God of the Spirits 
of ‘all Flefh, and nothing is too hard for him. 
He forms the Light, and he creates Darknefs ; 
he makes Peace, and creates Evil; the Lord 
does all thefe Things. To wibom can, we liken 
im, for he 1s God ; his Counfel fhall fland, and 
he will do all his Pleafure. He alone is God, 
and there is none with him. He kills and he 
‘makes alive ; he wounds and he heals ; neither is 
there any that can deliver oiit of bis Hand. 

It were eafy, but it is needlefs to multiply 
Texts of this Nature and Import, wherein the 
Excellency, and Majefty, the Greatnefs and 
Glory, the Sovereignty and Providence of God 
are afferted,and fet forth,in the beftManner that 
Words of human Eloquence will allow. - 


There 


He is 


. and all their Aétions. 
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There are further many rational Grounds to 
believe the all-difpofing Providence of God. 

As his eternal Godhead, almighty Power, and 
infinite Wifdom, are manifefted to his rational 


and intelligentCreatures ; fo they may alfo rea-. 


fonably inter his aétive Providence and conti- 
nually influencing Power over all the Works 


‘of his Hands. There is juft Reafon to believe 


that God rules and governs all. his Creatures, 

This may be argued from his creating call 
Things for himfelf. That God is the Maker 
of all Things, is as true as that he is God. For 
except we allow him to be the original Caufe, 
the Creator and Former of all Things; we thall 
by Confequence deny him to be the only felf- 
exifting, and independent Being. If any Thing 
could exift and act without him, then he is not 
the all-perfeé& Being ; and fo not truly God. 

It therefore muft, and eafily will be granted, 
that in the Beginning God made the Heavens 
andthe Earth ; and that without him jwas not 
any ‘Thing made that was made ; that all with- 
in the Limits of the Creation, from the’ molt 
glorious Angel to the meaneft Infect; yea, to 
the leat Atom of Duft, was commanded into 
Being by his all-powerful Word. 

And as all Things were made by him, fo for 
him. He hath made all Things for himfelf. 
His own Glory was the principal and laft End 
in all his Works of Creation. In whatever 
God does, his only Rule is his own Will, and 
his End is the Manifeftation of his glorious 
Excellencies, : ‘Now 
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Now, {ee if this Confideration will not ne- 
ceflarily infer his providential Rule and Govern- 
ment over all Things?» Can any Man believe 
God the Greator of all Things, and acknow- 
ledge, as’ every one mult do, that he made all 
for himfelf ; and yet difbelieve his a@tualPower 
and Providence over all? It -cannot certainly 


be beneath the Majefty of God to regard and 


take Care of the meaneft Creatures, fince it was 


not unworthy of. him to exert his almighty ~ 


Power in giving themBeing at firft. And it muft 
certainly be inconfiftent with the Wifdom of 
God to create fuch a Variety of Beings for his 
own Glory, and then intirely defert them, and 
take noCare that the End were actually attained. 

We may be affured, that fince God made 
all Things for the Difplay of his glorious Per- 
fections in them, he will fo reftrain, direé& and 
influence them, as that this End ‘thall certainly 
be fecured. ey 

If God be the Maker of all Things, and his 
own Honor was his End therein ; then he js 
the Lord and fovercign Difpofer of all. - This is 
a plain and undeniable Confequence. 

Nor is it any reafonable Objection againft 
this, that a Multitude of the moft excellentCrea- 
tures, Angels and Men, have fallen from their 
original State of Perfection, and are now be- 
come unwilling and unable aétively to glorify 
God. For he by his Power can, and in his 
Providence actually does fo over-rule them and 
their Actions, as that the great End thall be ob- 


‘tained. For Géd will be glorified in them that 


perifh, 
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perifh, as well as in them that are fave 
I fhall only add, , 

A divine Providence may be argued from 
Miracles, or Works above the Power of natu- 
ral Agents. Thofe Operations and Events which 
exceed the meer Force and Power of Nature, 
will neceflarily infer fome {uperior and moft 
powerful Being,who interpofes when he pleafes, 
and hinders or inverts the natural Courfe and 
Tendency of the Creatures. : 

That there have been fuch extraordinary 
Works or Events, we have all poffible Reafon 
to belicve. He that will not give his Affent to 
the Truth of fuch Faéts, becaufe he was never 
an Eye-witnefs of them, may,as well, and with 
as muchReafon,refolve to believenothing at all, 
-but what he has had a Perfonal Knowledge of. 

Allowing then that there have been fuch mi- 
raculous Works as never could have been effec- 
ted but by a divine Power, We may be affured 
that God exercifes a fovereign Power and Pro- 
vidence over the World ; that -he aéts‘his ‘Will 
and Pleafure among all Créatures ; that he pef- 
mits them to a@, or obftruéts and hinders ac- 
cording to his Will. Ifhe:did not watch over 


and govern the World, to what can we impute. , 


thofe wonderful and miraculous Things which 
we find recorded in the Scriptures of Truth ? 
They were manifeftly contrary to the known 


eftablithed Laws of Nature, And it would be: 


peieaouible to pple that they were effected 
y evil,but powerful Spirit i te 
ee pitits, sot a Cheat up 


The 
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The manifeft Defign of them was to glorify 
God, and to promote the Holinefs and Hap- 
pinels of Men. They muft therefore be wro't 
by the Finger of God ; and they prove his 
Power and Providence over his Creatures— 

The Truth under Confideration might be 
further evidenced fromGod’s frequent reftrain-. 
ing and fubduing the Lufts of Men. Thefe 
are fo many Miracles of Grace, and fo many 


Evidences of God’s adorable Power, and fove- — 


reign Providence. For if fome Almighty Hand 
did not continually hold in, and reftrain the 
inordinate Lufts of Men and Devils, this World 
would,before now, have been an Habitation of 
Cruelty, and a mere Hell of Confufion and 
Mifery. : 

What we have now heard under this Head, 
without further infifting upon it, may give us 
a rational Conviction of the Truth we have been 
confidering, viz. That God cxercifes a power- 
ful Providence over all his Creatures, according 
to his Will. 

_ And now, from what has been offered, let 
us in the firft Place learn to adore the infinite 
Majetty and Greatnefs of God. 

How excellent, great, and glorious a Being 
is he, who thus rules, difpofes, and governs all 
Things ! What an exalted Idea does this give 
us of the divine Majefty, to think that he 


_is a King, abfolutely Sovereign, univerfal and 


eternal ! Of how glorious and adofable ‘Per- 

fections muft that God be ; and with how glo- 

rious a Majefty muft he be cloathed, who can 
D " 


thus ; 


“of fo glorious a’Being make us afraid? Shall 
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thus infpect and order theUniverfe as he pleafes! 
“What Authority and Power is he invefted 


“with, whofe. is the Heavens, and the Earth, 
“and all that therein is, and who has all Crea- 


tures at his fole Command, and intire Difpofal ! 


“How great a God is he! “How greatly to be 


feared and had in Reverence! © 
= He muft'needs be entitled to all Honor and 
Worbhip, who has a necéflary and indifputable 


Right of Dominion over all. He who is Lord 
“ of all, is worthy to receive all Bleffing and 


‘Glory from all Creatures, according to their 
feveral Abilities: It ‘is the obliged Duty of all 


his reafonable Creatures to adore him’and*mag- ~ 


nify his Name, who is’ the exalted King and 


Head over all. : ‘ 
~Farthly Princes‘and Governors will be ref 


‘ petted, honoured and obeyed by thofe who are 


awfully fubjeéted to their Authority. - And by 
how much they exceed in Health and world- 
ly Glories,and ih the extent of theirDominions, 
a proportionably greater Honor will be chal- 
Tenged’ by them. The Refpeét and’ Honor 
which is paid them rifes in Proportion to their 
* ©utward Magnificence and worldly Greatnefs. 
What Glory, Adoration and Praife’then is 
due to God, the univerfal King and ‘Governor, 
whofe Authority and Power is moft: juft and 
rightful ; and ‘who has all Things at his Will 
and good Pleafure * We have all poffibleReafon 
to make him the higheft Objeé& of our Efteem, 
Fear and Reverence. © Shall not the Excellency 


not 


faze 


not a holy Awe andDread of the almightyKing . 
fall upon us ?, Shall a finite Creature, to whom . — 
is given fome worldly, Power, be regarded and 
revereniced , by us ;.and fhall not the infinite . 
God, who has ,all Power and Authority, be . 
much more fo ? It is only forthe Sake of that. 


derived Power. wherewith Earthly Rulers are. 


invefted, that we honor and obey. them;?, Does 
not therefore God, the infinite Original. of all 
Authority, Might and Power, much more chal- 
lenge our Fear, Adoration and humble Obedi-., 
ence ? Should not the Confideration, of . that 
fovereign Dominion, that boundlefs, Power, and_ 
all-governing Authority of God,. ftrike us into 
an holy Fear and, Trembling, at the infinite aw-, 
ful and terrible Majefty that is with -him ? 

How glorious is God our heavenly. King ! 
And how reverential, humble ,and_ obedient. 
fhould.we be to a Being, great and powerful as. 
he is! Heijuftly demands, and it is, our reafon-. 
able Duty, to pay all Worfhip,. Homage and, 
Praife to him, who is all in all; _ who by an 
underived Authority, and an irrefiftible Power, 
over-rules all Creatures for his own Glory. . 
That which naturally flows from this Doc- 
trine, is that of the infpired Pfalmift, O come, 
let us worfip, and bow down ! We fhould en- 
tertain high and honourable Thoughts of him ; 
and fall low. before the high and lofty One 

But, Secondly, Let what has been faid excite 
us to a ferious Contemplation on Gad’s Works 
of Providence, and: to give him the -Glory of 
his Wifdom, Power, Goodnefs, and ather Ex- 

; D2 cellenciés 
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cellencies that are therein manifefted. This is 
one main Bufinefs of our prefent State, as we 
are underftanding and thoughtful Creatures. 
And it is no improbable Opinion that fome 
Part of our Employment in Heaven will be to 
contemplate the Works of God, as well as his 
eternal Effence, and to render him the Praife 
which refults from both. : : 

~~ As the Glory of God is vifible in the Cre- 
ation of the World, fo he makes known his 
Wifdom and Goodnefs, his Power, Juftice and 
Mercy in the Government of it. The Word 
of God (as we have heard) teaches us to be- 
lieve that all Creatures are preferved and govern- 
ed by the fame almighty Hand which at firft 
gave them Being. That he by whom they at 


firt exifted keeps them in their feveral Orders,. 


Operations and Motions, and that nothing hap- 


Ps either in the common Courfe of Nature, 


Tae, extraordinary Events without his Know- 
< ge and Determination. In a Word, that he 
S ever prefent with all his Creatures, and that 


€ NW ; 
ven the moft inconfiderable of them are not 


eos out of his Dominion and Government. 
aes Seis of reafonable Creatures to live 
irene Aes of this Providence.- Nor is 
and’B 2 that we retain the general Notion 
Cc clicf of it in our Minds, but fhould take 
Gul to apply it to particular Events. For if 

od knows and orders every Thing that hap- 


Se to ourfelves and others, to Nations and 


ingdoms, it muft be the Duty of his Peopl 
to acknowledge him in all, Me te soles 


We 


»¥ 


* 


j 


~ 
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We fhould often meditate, with fuitable Af- 
feStions, on the glorious Inftances of his Pow- 
et, his Goodnefs, and his Grace, his unfearch- 
able Wifdom, and his Truth and Righteoufnels, 
which appear in the Adminiftration of his Go- 
vernment of rational Beings. 

The Difperfions of Nations over the Face of 
the Karth, the Rife of Empires, and the Fate of 

’ Kingdoms, as to outward Circumftances or fpi- 
ritual Privileges, are according to the Appoint- 
ment of God, and the Influence of his Power. 

We fhould particularly reflect with Grati- 
tude upon the many fignal Events of Provi- 
dence, in God’s Proteétion of his own People ; 
his defeating the Defigns of their Enemies ; and. 
the mahy wonderful Salvations and Favours 
which he has granted to them. 

Gratitude to God for favourable Difpenfati- 
ons of Providence, is fo rational a Duty, that 

' they who regard nothing but their precious En- 
joyments, without any ferious Remembrance of 
God, are, not only loft to all Senfe of Religion, 
but even to the moft reafonable Apprehenfions 
and Affections of human Nature. ° 

Let us then afcribe the Glory of all the Sal- 
yations and Deliverences, which the Church and 
People of God have had Experience of, from 

“Time to Time, to hin who doth according to 
his Will, in the Army of Heaven, and among 
the Inhabitants of the Earth. It is he that has 

faved and defended them from their Enemies, 
nd difappointed their Devices againft them. He 

jg the fupreme Canfe and Author of all thofe 
glorious 


(yrzen ud 
glorious Works which are wro’t for the Church- 
‘es Salvation.- : 
Inftruments are indeed to be honored: as In- 
ftruments whom God makes .ufe of in fubdu- 
~ ing. the Church’s Enemies ; but,God is, to be 


acknowledged as the fole Author of all Salva- . 


tions.. It is he that, raifes up Inftruments ; it is 
he that qualifies and fits them for any Service ; 


and it-is he that does all by them, . and there-. 


fore-to his Name alone is all the, Glory due. 
Let our Souls then magnify the Lord, who 
hath done great Things. for his People. Let 
us lift: up his Name on high, and facrifice Praife 
to him, who alone doth wondrous Things. 
- Let me here adopt fome of the Expreffions 
of another. * 
God has pleaded the Caufe of his People, 
and upheld his Church amidft innumerableEvils, 
Wars, Perfecutions and Oppreffions. ‘The Lord 


is great in Zion, and he ruleth in the midit of 


his Enemies. 

What an admirable Train of glorious Deli- 
verances did the Lord. give his People in old 
Time to experience ? The whole Story of the 
Jews is brightned with yery numerous and. moft 


furprizing Memorials. .And the Conduét of: 


Providence towards the, Chriftian Church, both 

in the primitive Ages, and. latter Times, has 
been almoft equally full of Wonders. 

The Englifh Nation in particular, has been 

the Stage of many the moft remarkable Difpen- 

fations.—— 

* Rev. Mr. Foxcroft’s Sermon on Pfalm. 15. 7. on Occafion of 


the Death of King George the Firlt, and the Acceffion of King 
George the Second, to the Britifh Throne. ; : 
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fations.—By what matvellous Methods of Pro- 
vidence was the Reformation from Popery ac- — 
complifhed. And how has this glorious. In- 
tereft been fignally guarded by an. amzing 
Series of {pecial Interpofitions to this Day ! It 


“hath paffed thro’ many a hazardous Crifis, and.“ 


been reduced to an expiring Pofture'Time after 
Time ; but has received new Life, and been 
made to flourifh again by fome:happy|Turn of 


Affairs, fo fudden and unaccountable, that ‘the ~- 


Finger of God hath vifibly appeared, its Ene- 
mies themfelves being judges. 

And to come to ‘this Land’; how’ ‘very re- 
markable have ‘been the Operations of a’ fpecial 


- Providence ‘towards this People, from’ the Be- 
‘ginning down to'this Day ! 4 


The’ great AGtions and Specialties of: Provi- 
dence in Favor ofthe People: of God ‘here, 
have been’ many and aftonifhing; and afford . 
Materials for as entertaining and affecting a 
Story as any Place in the whole World, in the 


fame Gompafs of Time, can furnifh out. ~ For 
:whether we’ refleét on the Beginning and Rife, 


or Continuance and Progrefs of thefe Plantati- 
ons, that were begun upon a religious Foun- 


dation, which you will allow me to fay is the . 


ecial Honor of New-England, We: are’ on 
all Sides prefented with wonderful Difplays of 
the faving Power, directing Wifdom, beneficent 


- Goodnefs, and unfailing Truth of our Cove- 
-nant-God.—Let ‘me add,— 


‘We have in particular been wonderfully 
faved from our Enemies, when, to all human 
Appearance, 
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Appearance, they might have eafily, had they 
been permitted, fwallowed us up, and made a 
Prey of us.— 4 

If we come down to the late War, which 
yery much originated in Difputes relative to 
North-America ; how marvelfous‘and affecting 
haye been the Appearances of Providence for 
us. : 
At the opening of it, when thro’ the Perfi- 
dioufnefs of our Enemies, we were obliged in 
our own Defence, to have Recourfe to Arms, 
they had almoft furrounded us by Land, with 
a Line of Forts ; had fome of the beft Troops 
in France fent to their Affiftance, and had en- 
gaged vaft Numbers of the’ native Savages in 
their Interefts ; and were big with Hopes of 
driving us from the Inheritance derived to us 
from our Fathers, and obtained thro’ a World 
of Peril, Toiliand Hardfhip, and at the Expence 
of much Blood and Treafure-——But bleffed be 
God who hath not given usa Prey to their 
Teeth ; cur Soul is efcaped.as a Bird out of the 
Snare of the Fowlers ; the Snare is broken, and 
We are efcaped. 

Several Times, at firft, our’ military Affairs 
were under a Cloud, and prefented us with 
gloomy Profpeas. But at length they took 
, another Turn, and became profperous, even 
beyond our Expectation, and moft fanguine 
Wifhes. Providence awaked on our Behalf, 
and by one Conqueft after another, has fub- 
jected the extended Country of Canada to the 
Britifh Empire, whereby we are delivered from 
; ‘ the 
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the Hands ‘of our ancient and inveterate Erie: 
mies, who had fromthe Beginning been Scouy- 
ges in our Sides,: and upon all Occafion’. vexa- 
tious to us; always contriving,our, Ruin, and 
exciting:the Savages of the : Wildernefs, eyér 
delighting.in Blood and Mifchief, thro’ déep 
rooted Prejudices againft us, to numberlefs in- 
human Murders, and Depredations, on our in: 
fant Settlements,, =... 

Let us then, Praijfe the Lord with’ our whole 
Hearts, and fhew forth all bis marvellous Works: 
Let us be glad-and rejoice in him, who has main 
tained our Right and our Caufe, and who fat in 
the Throne judging Right—He has not fuffered 
them who were our Enémies wrongfully to re> 


joue over us, and them'that hated us without a 


Caufe—He, hath fiirred up-himfelf and awaked 
to our Judgment, ‘even to’ onr Canfe.—> 
And now after a furprizing and almoft un- 
arrelled Series‘of Victories and Succefles, ‘with 
which divine Providerice has crowned the Britifh: 
Fleetsiand Armies in all Parts of thé World, 
our Enemies-have'been brought to ‘fubmit-to 
honourable Terms of Peate,- and particularly: 
adyantagéous, comfortable and happy ‘to thefe 
Colonies. This great Evetit reflects a Luftte! of: 
his “Majefty’s Crown’ and ‘Arms, arid adorns the: 
B eginning of his Reign 5, which it is our‘ardent. 
With and’ Prayer maybe Very-long-and ‘ploti:: 
ous—and that zn bis Days the Righteous anaye 


fonrifhy. ‘and “Abundanté of Peace— .. 


_It-was an happy Period “with God's naGane 


~ People; whent it Was faid"of their heW conquer=: 
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ed Country; The Land refted from War. And 
blefled be God that fuch a joyful &ra now 
fhines forth upon us in America; and that we 
may fit every Man under his Vine and under his 
_ Figiree, having none to make us afraid—ot to 
‘difturb us in the Enjoyment either of the Fruits 


' . of the Earth, or our more. precious and diftin- 


guifhing Privileges, both of a Religious and 
Civil Nature. 5 ANAS a: 
But is War bro’t toan happy Conclufion? And 
. do the Bleflings of: Peace {mile around” us? 
Shall we therefore now. deat our Swords into 
Plow/fhares, andour Spear into Pruning Hooks ; 
and Jay afide’ our . military Weapons as ufelefs 
Things, which we fhall never more have Occa- 
fion for, and give up all Endeavours to be ac- 
quainted.with the Art of War, and to keep up a 
martial Spirit —How impolitic ; how unfafe . 
how difhonorable fuch a Condué& ! Who knows 
- how foon he that hath ftilled the Tumult of the 
People at prefent, may again call to Arms? We 
cannot but remember that it was but'a few Years 
after the late Peace in 1748 was eftablithed 
and the Flames of War extinguifhed, before 
they broke: out again. é 
ead Church’s Enemies are‘ever reftlefs ; and 
_ tho’ God is above all the Enemies of his Peo- 
se and is able to curb their Power and reftrain 
ae mF j—yet have we not Reafon to fear 
ee abounding of Iniquity in the Proteftant 
Vorid, may provoke God foon again to chattiz 
_his-People with the Punifhment of the Swo i 
Is tt not the Wildom of a People tobe al- 
ways in a Pofture of Defence ? Among 


fe 
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Among the yarious.Changes of human AE 


fairs, the different and oppofite Events that do _ 
interchangeably fucceed in the Courle of human 


Lifé, for which the Royal Preacher tells us, 
There'is a’Time.and Seafon, thofe that do more 
eminently affeét Nations and Kingdoms are a 
T imie Of War,- and a Time of Peace. Thefe 
také their Turns in their appointed Seafons, 


» which is (as one * obferves) an Admonition to 


us, that as War muft be managed with Views 
of Peace, fo a Time of Peace muft be improv- 
ed to prepare for War. 

Solomon the wifeft’ of Men and Monarchs, 
tho’ in his Days fuch a’ Peace flourifhed, that 
it is faid, there was no Adverfary or evil Oc- 
current, yet who made greater Preparation for 
War than he? And the Scripture {peaks of it 
to his Commendation. 

Skilful and brave Soldiers are ever the Beau- 
ty and Glory, and under God, the Safety and 
Defence of a People. ; 

And I may. be allowed on this Occafion par-’ 
ticularly to fay that the Gentlemen of the 
ancient and honourable Company of the Artillery, 
fhould be encouraged in their Endeayours to 
keep up @ martial Spirit, and to acquire ard 


Arms. And we truft they are fo, and will be 
fo by His Excellency the Captain-General, by 


the 
that with well to the real Interefts of this 


People.— 


His 


¥ Rey. Mr. Clarke in his Artillery Eledtion Sermon 1736. 


e Skill and ExpertnefS in the Ufe of : 


Great and General Afjembly and by all . 


t ge 
His ExcELLENCY, and our other honoured 
Rulers, who are pleafed to grace thefe-Anniver- 
facies with their Prefence, and Attendance on 


the.Exercifes of divine Service, ufual on fuch- 


Days, furely, do hereby fignify. their Approba- 
tion of the-Defign of the Inftitution’ of this 
Company, as valuable, and “of “real Benefit ‘to 
the Community. | 


Our-Fathers who laid the: Foundation of this 
‘Eftablithment, .tho’t it of Importance. “Nor- 
will it be an Argument of our fuperior Wife 


dom to differt the Caufe they were fo anxious 
to fupport. Seo 
“~Have'we not {een the Importance of well 
difciplined Troops in the late War ? And fhall 
We that have known the great Utility and Ne- 
ceffity of expert and yaliant Soldiers, not be 
concerned to have fuch found among ourfelves, 
who might be able to force regular Yorces upon 
equal Grounds, and not be afraid to {peak with 
the Enemy in the Gate? ae 
,__ Well accomplith’d and {kilful Soldiers wil 
Ee More than ever neceflary for usin any future 
War that may arife, as fuch will be thofe, in 
deal yah» Whom we thal ciel have tg 
__ As the Eftablithiment of Peace upon fuch 
_ glorious Terms cannot but. diffafe Joy thro’ the 
Minds of all that with well to Zion, and are 
the real Friends of ‘the Proteftant Gaufe, fo we 
all bear our Part in grateful Acknowledgments 
to the fupreme Difpofer of all Events, who 
hath the Hearts of the Princes and Hotental 
° 


4 
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<Of the Earth in shis Hand, for .this .gracions 
“Difpenfation, fo much-in Favour to the Britifh 
Governments;in imersca,-and to this, Province 
dp particular. ; i, 
~_Neverthelels it: becomes us all, and ‘Rerfons 
of a military Charaéter will efpecially remem. 
*ber,that the Time may come even in ‘our Days, 
fuch is the Inftability of human,Affairs, when 
thofe who.eavy our growing Greatnels, may 
form deep Plots againft us,and endeavour to.put 
them in Execution by the Point of the Sword. 
Js it not then our Wifdom even in a Time of 
Peace to prepate for War, and cherifh 2 martial 
Spirit, that we may be in aready Pofture of 
Defence on the Turn of Affairs? ‘ 
_ Altho’ the peculiar Smiles of Providence 
which attend this anniverfary Solempity, infpire 
Joy and Gratitude into all our Hearts, yet we 
feel our Sorrow and Mourning renewed for the 
Deceale of the late worthy Colonel Puitiips, 
who was fo long an Ornament to the rtillery 
Company, as well as a great Blefling in the 
other yarious public Stations which he filled 
with Honor, Fidelity and Acceptance, But he 
is gone ! Gone to be here no more ! His Piety, 
Integrity, Beneyolence, and extenfive Kindnelg 
and Goodnefs, afforded him folid Comfort at 
the Approach of the lait Enemy, and Viétory 
over him, He quitted the Field of Battle with 
Honor ; and we doubt not knows by happy 
Experience the apart of that gracious Procla- 
mation and Pramife of our divine Gommander, 
To him that evercometh will I grant to fit with 
me 


oe 


_ the fame Combat, for there zs. no’ Difcharge in : 
that War; and the Body will fall and die in — 
the Confli&, “and “Death feed’on its proftrate 
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me on my Throne, even.as I alfo overcame ang . 


am fet down with my Father on his Throne. - 
We, my Brethren, muft ere long engage in 


Prey in the Grave. 


May we, may all in this sey of what- 
e, be con-' ~ 

‘cerned that we may be prepared for this laft _ 

Scene of Life, and the Beginning of a new, 


ever Charaéter and Condition in Li 


and never-ending State. This is the chief Bu- 
Gnels of Life, which if negleéted we are eter- 


nally ruined. To this End let us believe in the 


Lorp Jesus CurtsT, fly for Refuge to his 
atoning Sacrifice, fubmit to him as the Lord our 
Righteoufnels, yield Obedience to his Com- 
mands as the Captain of our Salvation, and live 
in the faithful Difcharge of the Duties of our 
feveral Stations. : 

Let us look to him, ix whom it hath pleafed 
the Father that all Fulnefs fhould dwell, for 
Grace and Strength to enable us to profecute 
our Chriftian Warfare amidft our furrounding 
and powerful Enemies, with Courage and Refo- 
lution, and to puth on with Patience and Bra- 
very to the final Conqueft; that when our War- 
fare fhall be accomplifhed, and Death fhall dif- 
charge us from the Fatigues and ‘Turmoils of 
this tranfitory Life, we may put on the Garland 
of Immortality, and live and reign with our 
victorious Redeemer, in the Realms of a glori- 
ous and undifturbed Peace, thro’ the endlefs 
Ages of Eternity. AME N. 
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